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PLU:I\tfl\11:ER TO VISIT UK AND IRELAND 

CSICOP's Executive D� ... �t;�ur, Mark Plummer, will be visiting Britain and Ireland in May. British 
skeptics will be able to meet him and the British Committee on Friday, May 8, in London. at a location 
to be announced (we will send out details in mid-April; or you c an phone the Editor in Dublin after 10 
April). He will then go on to Ireland to address the first-ever public meeting of the Irish Skeptics on 
Tuesday, May 12. at 8 PM, at Buswell's Hotel , Molesworth Street, Dublin. 

HELP! 

The more articles, newspaper clippings, bits of insight, news. informrttin!'l. !:;ook reviews ,  TV or radio 
reviews (or even audio- or vid eo-tapes), cartoons. -::.� so on we get from you, the more varied and 
interesting this newslett�r is eoi"'� �c tc. Lots of you sent lots of stuff. and thank you. Please don't 
stop. A�d u;,_ t;,e r1sk of driving your friends crazy--please rem ember to tell them about us. 

THANK YOU 

9\Jblished bimonthly from 1 Queens Court Queens Park c/\1onkstown Co. Dublin Ireland 
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GJfits & 'Misses 

Burglars break into PN's offices 
the floor. PN's otrlc:es w� broken Into 

last wttkmd . • .  and it has left 
us with a bndachc. For a day's 
mall was stolftl - and we have 
no ldn what lt contained. 

The l'orcak-in was di�wvercli 
by our cleaner at around 6am. 
� theft occurred either on 
January 17 or 18. 

immediately summoned. 
"The place was in an awful 

mess," said Tony. "Because 
the door to Stcvc's office did 
not �tivc. panellin� was ripped 
off. 

"The thieves wrecked our 
bookshop's till, making off 
wi_th a small noat. but nothing 
else appears to have l'occn 
�tolcn," Sitld Tonv. 

don't know what the post con· 
tained. 

"If anyone paid an invoice or 
ordered a book in the few days 
previous to that. we may not 
have received their letter. 

carbon copy of a similar inci­
dent at another put'tlishing firm 
in Earlham StrC'Ct. which was 
broken into several weeks ago 
using the same l!lCans of entrv. 

Again. apart from the a�ful 
mess made by burglars. only a 
small amount of monc\' w:.s 

··As far as we ran tell, every 
drawer in C'vcry desk was gone 
through." 

"Apart frorn · the sheer 
aggravation and annoyance. 
we escaped very lightly. 

"So it is possible that chur­
ches and organisations who 
have paid bills will recei,·e a 
reminder if their payment was 
in the stolen post. Please bear 
with us." 

stolen. 
· 

Police are in\T'>tigatintt the 
PN break-in. FingC'rprints 
found on the till are new hcing 
checked out by detective!\. 

The cleaner waited for com­
pany secretary Sieve Castro 
and editor Tony Ortzcn to 
arrive, when the police were 

On some floors papers, files 
and other items were replaced. 
Other staff had the contents of 
their drawers tipped all over 

"But the big problem is we 
know from the Post Office that 
letters were delivered on Satur· 
day, January 17. Obviously we PN's burglary seems to be a 

This item is rep rinted in its entirety from Psychic News� 

31 January� 1 9 8 7 . 

BRITISH REPORT 

At very short notice, the British Committee 
held a meeting in London on Wednesday, 11 
March, which was attended by a mix of 
committee members and early respondents to the 
first newsletter. (If you weren't told about it, 
and wish you had been, don't despair: in future 
we hope to announce meetings further in advance 
and more generally: the occasion for this one 
was your editor's sudden urge to make a trip to 
London from Ireland. )  Most of the meeting's 
discussion centered around the Committee's 
s t r u c t u r e .  C S I C O P  h a s  r eq u e s t e d  t h e  
"International Committees" to reform as "National 
Groups": the British Committee accordingly is 
discussing plans for the formation of a new 
Association. Those present voted that a dicussion 
constitution be drawn up. This has been done. 
and the official British Committee will be 
meeting in April to consider the proposal. 

••• 

BERGLAS VS. DION 

According to Woman magazine, 14 March, 
David Berglas, the British Committee' s Acting 
Chairman, and two anonymous contributors have 
challenged psychic performer Christian Dion to 
prove his powers are genuine. The prize is 
(30, 000, £10,000 of which is David's own money. 
Woman Magazine has called for 100 volunteers to 
assist with the experiment, but no details are 
given in the article as to how this experiment 
will be run or what controls will be in effect. 
We will be watching eagerly for more 
information. 

••• 

EUROPEAN REPORT 

The first issue of the British & Irish Skeptic 
was · sent to all European National Group 
Convenors, all European International Committee 
Secretaries, and all European Fellows of CSICOP. 
As this goes to print, their responses are just 
beginning to come in. Amardeo Sarma writes from 
Germany to say they have formed a group called 
ASUPO (Arbeitsgemenschaft der Skeptiker fuer 
die Untersuchung von Pseudowissenschaften und 
O k k u l t e m--W o r k i n g  G r o u p  t o  I n v e sti g a t e  
Pseudoscience and the Occult). ASUPO is 
planning to begin publishing a newsletter in May, 
and expect to form an officially registered group 
in about a year's time. In the meantime, ASUPO 
is keeping busy criticising a project to 
investigate dowsing which is being sponsored by 
Germany's Research Ministry, with funds of OM 
400,000, with no skeptics involved in the 
preparations. 

Swiss Convenor Conradin Beeli wrote to say 
that he will be one of the editors of their first 
newsletter, and sent a copy of a letter he is 
sending to other European Convenors about Swiss 
plans to find new members. As he points out. 
Switzerland has a particular problem in having 
four official languages. 

From Nice, France, Dr. Henri Broch sent a 
copy of his book Le Paranormal, which I will do 
my best to read and review, and an information 
package on the service 'ZET' he has recently 

. inaugurated on the French Minitel system. The 
aim is to provide interested people with 
aufficiently complete dossiers on particular 
phenomena to enable them to form their own 
opinions. ("Le but de ce service est de fournir. a 
toute personne interessee par quelque phenomene 
ine x p l iq u e  q u e  c e  s o i t ,  u n  e n s e m b l e  
d'informations rigoureuses afin que cette 
personne puisse se forger, en toute connaissance 
de cause, sa propre opinion.") 

I hope to be able to publish a much more 
complete report on skepticism in Europe in the 
near future. (wg) 
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Brazilian.lllagic offers so1ne cold co�nfort 
tnm Jaa llodM Eur� owitb the. dected � beq �sed by.a lo�_pr� olller liplrit.s to !Vrk OD tbe Ac<.:ordl!ll to Mr Sal'lt45, tt Ill Sao Paldo tnea; coloured 1n red pencal I)'Stem, he Aid. To brma low pressure area. was the timely intervention of 

A Bruillan IPirUuali• fouo- the Ball.JC Sell � &reen, IIIJil diem �ck to norm11l Wt! net'ICI The foundation 1 the foundation th11t avo1ded . 
...._ ,_. cia! ' 1 ttle 61berim pii.Hl£ tn blue, to r&Jse Uult preswre. The oft k . 

5 1 DOll the need to introduce electric· d.:1\Jon -""" ape lse5 ° plui the meteorological fore- rn'!teoroloi:ical forecast wHI be �r t-ma mg .orgam�Mtlon run ity r11tioning In Brazil •n De­IYOadana weather diallers llu cut for the next 72 bours In fed Into our computer' sy�-tem Y v�unteel, who all have c:ember. A matrth of torrenti,_. sent a te)ewaD to lira tlurope. 'Ibis mat.eda] is. to be aDd then .all the int�rma�on ��rmbe ��:rg;n�leebutr r: rains replenished the hydro-
Thatcher otrering '- put an telexeca to beadQuart.en sn Sao we bave eatllered.. aochl6ing weather emergency cro:: up electric sr.stem. 
end to �e cold wave ill Pau.lo. 11ie maps, wJII be gaveo to our · Even if Mrs Thr.ltdler de-

The foundation's public rei• medium, Adelaide Scritori. Some Government depart· ddes w turn down the founda-
Europe, free of daqe. 

lions ollker Mr Osmar Santos � S1ae will eo in to a trance ment.s take it seriously enough tion's offer, it .says it will .. A11 we need to interfere In Aid that once the IDllteriai taWng four, five or six boors to have signed .contracts. San� consider an �peal from any the �otmo.spberk ClODilition& and was recotived tbe)" could bu..in and communac.ate w1tl1 the Cat.ann.a, a farmmg state m other pu'bhc body m Europe as 
iiOlve this . climatic .tversity,'' work to ciiuiplk the eoid lipiril o! Cacique Cobra Coral Uu.• liOUt.h, for �c. has .kl� .u they all lillpply the 
it 51)'5. " u that )'OU seod ua (Chief Ooral SliMe) &Its re,Warty ealled on its aeniees a&P' IDd de-Uiled ••111 the � WltDC)' tbe waves. , .tlich the orpniatioo il to avoid looda ad ead meteorological forecast to te!u � ._: line ..,. ol .. Tbe law �rawnss •� .-.eel, wbo wiU theo .-man drought. INIDber I37M in Silo Paulo. 

Tile above article appeared in the Guardian 
on 16 January; 1987. A copy was sent to 
CSICOP in Buffalo. In return, they sent us a 
copy of an article that appeared in a Brazilian 
newspaper on 20 January, along with the 
following outline translation. 

WORK OF BRAZILIAN MEDIUM REDUCES 
EUROPEAN COLD 

Recent, sudden temperature increases in 
Europe, especially in London, caused interest 
there in the work of the Fundacao Cacique 
Cobra Coral (FCCC). who guarantee alterations in 
weather. By request of Buckingham Palace. on 
the 14th of January, 1987. the medium Adelaide 
Scritori began "Operation Europe" to raise the 
temperature. 

This is not the first time the FCCC's work 
coincided 
of the 
(CEDEC) 
Concord", 
requested 
drought. 
normal. 

with changes in weather. Civil defense 
[Brazilian] state of Santa Caterina 

yesterday closed the "Operation 
where the state governor had 

FCCC's help to alleviate a serious 
As by the 14th, the situation was about 

Such cases have interested English papers, 
the BBC, and Buckingham· Palace in the works of 
the FCCC resulting in a correspondant being sent 
to its headquarters in Sao Paolo. An alert of 
December 7 .  1986. re polar masses moving over 
southern Brazil. which could provoke new floods 
on the river Itajai-Acu. Through the efforts of 
the medium Adelaide, the masses were sent to 
southeastern Santa Catarina. where rain fell, as 
related by Osmar Santos. 

Through the medium. the FCCC complains of 
lack of action by state and federal governments 
to prevent droughts and floods. Since last year 
the foundation has requested maps from the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy of the drought 
areas. 

NAME THIS NEWSLETTER CONTEST 

We are getting loads of good suggestions. 
Some samples: The Balance (R. Lewis); 
Unscientific Briefs (C. Miller); R.I.P .. for 
Research Into the Paranormal (I. Ridpath); The 
Rational Inquirer (L. Shepard); The Quizzicist (F 
Chambers); The Investigating Searchlight (C. 
Mauge); Inner Ear (P. Quincey); Agnosis (T. 
Danson); Psignpost (D. Byford); Yes? (M. Mayer); 
Skepsis (S. Camphell); The Skeptical Monitor (A. 
Carothers); Psientific Islander (A. Flew); The 
Rational Trust (A. Symon); The New Psientist (F. 
Koval). There have been a couple of votes each 
for Occam's Razor and Heaven and Earth; there 
were even a few people who wrote and said the_ 
liked the name it's got now. The closing date fo. 
the contest will be August 15. 1987. and the 
prize two years' free subscription. Keep thinking! 

••• 

MAGIC STONE CHALLENGED 

Toby Howard writes from Manchester: 
"I have been disturbed for some time about 

the numerous 'magic talisman' advertisements 
that promise 'instant success and 'unlimited 
wealth' and so on. Recently I complained to the 
Advertising Standards Authority about a 
ridiculous advertisement for a 'Magic Stone', and 
the ASA have decided it is worth further 
investigation. They are currently asking the 
advertiser to substantiate his claim. and I will 
keep you informed how the case progresses. If i! 
is successful and the advertiser is censured, I 
could envisage a lot more similar cases worth 
pursuing." 

Toby also has subscriptions to Psychic News. 
Fortean Times, and the Spiritualist Gazette. He 
has kindly offered to prepare a summary of 
stories from these stories. The first of these 
summaries (which we expect to become a regular 
column) appears in this issue . 

••• 
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NEWSLETTER REPORT 

As of this writing, we have about 50 paid 
subscriptions.  The first issue of the newsletter 
was s ent to all of the nearly 500 subscribers to 
the Skeptical Inquirer in Britain and Ireland .  We 
hope to send out follow-up letters in the next 
month, reminding people of our existence ,  and 
also publicizing Mark Plummer's visit to Britain 
and Ireland. Lots of people wrote letters , sent 
articles, or simply noted "I want to help" on 
their subscription forms, and to all of you , thank 
you, and please keep in touch. I try to answer 
all letters the day I get them . If you don ' t  get 
a prompt answer it means either 1) I am away or. 
2) your l etter got lost in the post. If you write 
a letter and get no answer by the time you 
rec eive the next issue of the newsletter. it's 
probably been lost, either in the post or in the 
editor' s  chaotic memory. 

Please be patient! 
Also , careful readers may notice that almost 

nothing that was promised for this issue actually 
appears in this issue. Well . .. some people 
unexpe ctedly sent things in, and other people 
unexpectedly didn ' t. and all of a sudden I found 
I had a lot of stuff. all of it more timely than 
the article I had in mind about Doris Stokes, 
and . . .  I'm obviously not possessed of the gift of 
precognition .  Sorry. 

*** 

NEWSWATCHERS WANTED 

A subscriber to this newsletter commented 
rec ently on an article he'd seen in the Tim es. 
but hadn ' t  sent in, on the assumption that I 
would already have rec eived it. This was not the 
case,  but it served to illustrate the need for 
organization. Clearly, there's no point in 
everyone sending in the same stuff. I myself 
read the Guardian most days when I'm in Britain 
or Ireland . However, there will be long periods 
this summer when I'm away and this will be 
impossible . So, would anyone like to volunteer to 
watch a particular newspaper or newspapers or 
magazine(s)? We' re well covered on Psychic News 
and The New Scientist, but we could use people 
who are willing to clip articles from all of the 
major British and Irish daily and Sunday 
newspapers. (Anyone out there read the Sun?) 

AREA CONTACTS WANTED 

At the meeting, everyone agreed one of the 
hardest things a bout being a skeptic �n this 
world is the sense of isolation ,  of bei�..g alone 
with no one to share your views. If yo� iive in 
the same area as one of the people listec below. 
your troubles may be over, or at least 
significantly reduced. If there is no one listed 
near you , perhaps you would Eke to acid your 
name to this list for the next issue .  This is not 
a list of experts ,  just a list of people who would 
like to be in touch with other skeptics. 

Bucks: 

Devon: 

Gloucs: 

Northants: 

London: 

Ireland: 

Bernard Marcus 
13 Greenend Street 
Aston Clinton, nr.  Aylesbury 
HP22 5JE 

Redge Lewis 
Amblers 
Ashprington 
Totnes TQ9 7UL 

Ron Knight 
Naight Cottage 
Lansdowne 
Bourton-on-the-Water GL54 2AR 

John Morton 
19 Glebe Drive 
Brackley, NN13 5BX 

Gerald Fleming 
72-80 Upper Tooting Road 
London S W17 7PB 

Lewis Jones 
23 Woodbastwick Road 
Sydenham . S E26 5LG 

Denys Parsons 
21 Kingsley Place 
London N6 

Peter O ' Hara 
Primrose Hill 
Tivoli Road 
Dun Laoghaire. Co. Dublin 

*** 



Brooke Bond launches. 
psychic card series Brooke Bond ha\·e printed 

600 million cards for the scrir.:s. 
the first ever to cover the 
paranormitl. The cards will be 
available for about nine 
months. 

IIJ Deniz Huseyin and Tony Ortzen 
A PICTURE card series on the "Unexplained 
mysteries or the world" is to be launched by 
Brooke Bond, it was announced last week. 

'(M Rries b OM 0( IM 
r.m ., lu klad • . • and 
fcatun:s anral psychic pbotozraphs. 

A .,..os...., I• IIM -.>· 
,.., •Id ltlloopeslhalllw aorcb -.. lwll•«• ..;o. PG Tips la - -ldlw "W_,Iin, •· lenstin& ....S educational ... 

lM not�s on the back of the 
cards and the explanahon in 
the album w�re written by Bob 
R.iclaJd. an exptn on para nor-

� and other tuange phe· 
DOrn<:na. 

�Brooke Bond believe the 
cards will appul mostly to 
children.'' uid Bob. "So the 
aim is to int�reot and educate 
dlildr�n . . . and hopdully 
101m adult> u well. 

�Perhaps we can �ncourage 
kids 10 develop an interest. 1bcy should not be afraid of 
tbeK M�bjec:u. 

'1bat is why - tried to 
pracnt the information in a 
clown-to-canh rather than Kn· 
ution&J manner.'" 

Bob wu mmmi55ioned to 
write on .W subjec:u: e;ach luid 
10 lw mnden5ed to no more 
than 200 words. 

lM di05Cn topics include 
ardlcolo&ical eniJmas; mir­
qcs of cities in the •ky; lake 
monster.: levitation ; the Cot­
tinz.lcy f.-iric�� mintJ.ov..:r· 
matter; firewalkinr and pol­
tcrreisu to narM but a few. 

Bob was choKn to write the 
&cries bv David Leon of �Pro­
jca Mirketinc." a Berk•hire­
bued We> promotion ClOMUI· tucy. �unexplained phenomena 
btlft alway• been a �Ubject of I);I'IOOal interut to me," uid 

�u, ir!':� c:��98� 
�At tbe time it wu rejcaed, 

but in December 1984 I pre­
IICDted the idea qain along 
witb ciio�t oih"r alternative 
picltlre card themco." 

He continued: �An thac 
subjec:u, plus aeveral othen 
from differ�nt sourc:cs, "tnt 
intt> consumer research. One 
year lat�r I was informed that 
'Unexplained M)'5tcria' bad 
CDale OUt tops.� 

David believes the series '"brub new &round in �Ubjea 
mallcr for pinure card>. 

""'ne reason, undoubtedly. 
btls been the difficu1ry to por­
tray clusivt phrnomena cftec­
ti�ly," he uid. 

��� must be ont of the f�w 
...._ wberc the wbjca 

ma1l(r outwci�hs picture quali· 
ty. A ·aenuinc' photograph, 
even of poor ish quality, is far 
more intrieuing !ban any 
anisfs imprc�ion ... 

David concluded, »With 
Bob Rickard·s valuable belp, 
•·e have mana,ed to produce a 
serie> of quality for Brookc 
Bond and with the riJbt degree 
of ocriousne55." 

Bob and David were re­
sponsible for ch005in& all tbe 
plooto». "Becau.c: it ··�• left to 
us we were able to make aure 
they were interestin& and boM 
(tu." aaid Bob. A full-time writer ..-ho hu 
authored or co-author�d sever­
al book>, Bob edits the interna­
tional "Fonean Times" jour-

:,li;��h =���:!�t�a� 
supernormal and UFO.. 

On levitation, Bob's album 
entry reads that "reliable re­
mrds of human• who have 
levitated j!O botck at least to St 
JOKph of Copcnino." 

St JO!iCph - ..-ho passed in 
1663 - "made several weD 
witne�d nights over consider­
at>lt di>tancc• ... Then comes: 

li•;� Aa!:��u� ��:at���':i�� 
the rhcnomcnnn 6 nol excJu ... 
lively Oui>tian. 

"Somilar experiences have 
been daimed by tribal wizards, 
witches and opirit mediums 
among othen." 

The card aCC>Ompanyin& this 
KClion shows medium Colin 
Evans levitating ala meetin& in 
Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, WC London in 1938. lt 
dearly ahows Mr Evans hi&h 
above linen' heads. This display took plac:c be­
fore several hundred people. 

'Though the hall wu in dark­
nas. the medium had lumi­
nous tape on his fe::t and ilands 
..-hich enabled the audience 10 
folio,.· him "hilt floatin& over 
their heads at an averaJe 
height of lS feet above th� 
lfOund. An infra-red camera 
took photos. 

Bob UYJthat comparioon of 
-raJ pinures "shows that he 
remained in the air for some 
time.'' 

The album a I 'ill shows Polish 
�ntdium Stano>lawa Tomczyl< 
"'i;�

tin
l�l!':'

ir
a��r�· a �pt>,.-rn of th< mind" ocaion. 

Bot> &aYJ the Israeli became 
�.. -rniJht celebrity 011 

"We feel thr.: cards appeal to 
both youngsters and adults 
alike," said lvan Robinson, a 
Brooke Bond spokesman. 

"We set out to make our 
cards informative, int eresting 
and educottinnotl. This is thr.: 
first time a picture card series 
of the paranormal has been 

. produced by Brooke Bond. 
"We carry out research to 

see what subjects people like to 
see produced in a picture card 
series. 

"Our research found that 
'Unexplained mysteries of the 
world' came out as top choice." 

There are 40 cards in the 
series which can be stuck into 
an album, available from 
Brooke Bond at 40p. One card 
i5 to be found in each packet of 
tea with two cards available 
with the larger packs. 

Through research Brooke 
Bond found that the paranor­
mal "quite clearly has an enor­
mous appeal among both 
adults and children," said Mr 
Robinson. 

But do they expect' any critic­
ism from Bible thumpers? "We 
c:enainly don't see it as in any 
way dabbling in the occult," he 

BOB RICKARD: "The eillola lo lnl.,.aland educate chlldNft said. 
• • •  and�-eduttauwell" "And we would not expect 
BritiobTVin t973attcrll>hcn- for even a cbild to fit." anyone to be offended by any �YII ��a��, a 1ort �Y Abo reproduced is llw -11 of our picture card series." 

He mentions dw Raosian =���'C!�'fa:�.W�n": It took nine months to get 
paychic Nina Ku&apna -caold French Yilla,e of St .1an de the new set off the ground. Mr 
annucnc:c objccb 10 �- Mauriennc. Robinson expects it to "creiltt: �!�� ��.:":� S: �a ���dn!;:: .a:;: great interest in strange phe-

could levitate objca> clan:l& fl);n& in mid-air. nomena. 
acancea." Durin& polte'leisl activity, "This is because wc alw01ys 

One of the - -.1 writes Bob , �obJeC:U lEvitate. aim to produce intere�ting and �:�fu':.�f:"" � :Fo��.;:�rea�:� ·thought provoking series." he 
Nrville D'CruL He 80tJCOd beard; even writinp of m�-..c- added. 
after clcvclopin& a �_..py rious oriJin appur." lt is estimated that approx­
innoc:cnl famil) .....,- ...._ Under thr "MiJdlinous : imately two million people col-:,:� hands clutdu� lais ::,�u·�:=;' 

of�
n

pol
� lect the Brooke Bond picture 

'1lac film," la��- "11oad leiJrist aaivity which plaped 'card SC:ts. 
not beea doubk-cxrnoc<! - Borley Recto!'} in Eooca. oraa: ' "Our cards have always b.:.:n 1bc card c:lcarlv � uid 10 be the most btlullted con:.idercd to be cduc;llion;tl.'' 

�e;!le'� .b."'��J. '!'.!.:":;;. �:od�=
n

�re '�r�CUa&es : stated Mr Rohin�on. 
clutchinl bim from bdb:t<l. found scrawled on walb. 
� =n =:. :=,;: • Tum tD ,.s, oolumn 1 

Three major press articles on 
Brooke Bond's new card series. 

Scientists say 
card series 
is garbage Top3· from Psychic News3 7 February3 

next3 from Today3 16 February3 
and right3 from the Times3 also 
16 February. See Lewis Jones' 
report on the cards on the next 
two pages. Readers who wish to 
complain should do so as follows: 
in UK3 Mr P G Johnson3 Director3 
Brooke Bond Oxo Ltd3 Leon Bouse3 
High St�eet� Croydon; in Ireland, 
Mr Murphy3 Marketing Manager, 
Brooke Bond Oxo Ireland Ltd., 
Unit 283 Sandyford Industrial 
Estate, Sandyford3 Co. Dublin. 
The cards have not yet been re­
leased in Ireland3 and if there's 
enough fuss made in Britain, maybe 
they won't be. 

A new picture card series 
produced by the tea manufac­
turers. Brooke Bond, has been 
described as ••garbage.. by 
scientists. 

The ••educational.. series, 
Unexplained Mysteries of the 

· World, deals "·ith subjects 
such as ghosts. h�,·itation, 
UFOs. monsters and fairies. 

Last night, an organization 
comprised of some of the 
Wesfs leading scicnrists de­
manded its withdrawal. Mr 
Michael Hutchinson. British 
secretan· of the Committee for 
thl• Scic.ntific lnn•stiJ,:ctliun of 
Claims of the Paranormal. 
said: •·This series pl•rpctuates 
some of the world's greatest 
fallacies and hoaxes under the 
�uise of being educational''. 

1\Jr lnm Robinson. aa 
spokesman for the compan�·. 
said: ··The cards are intended 
to inform and educate.·· 
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Ch�mPs In 
liOfwater 
over 'hoax' 
·tea cards 

THE chimps _who promote 
Britain's favourite cuppa 
are in trouble with scien­
tistS for making monkeys 
out of schoolchildren. 

The storm In a teacup is 
over a new picture card se­
ri es c a l l e d  U n exp l a i n e d  
Mysteries o f  th e  World, to 
be p�omoted by the mischie­
vous chimps. 

The cards, said by Brooke 
Bond to be educational, fea­
t u r e  gho s t s, l e v i t a t i o n ,  
UFOs, monsters an d  fairies. 

But a US-based group of 
scientists last night de­
manded their withdrawal. 

.. It's garbage," said Mi­
cbael Hutchinson, British 

· secretary of Csicop, the 
Committee for the Scientific 
Investigations of Claims of 
the Paranormal. 

..It's an insult to the intel­
ligence of a chimpanzeP.. 

.. The only real mystery is 
why Brooke Bond should 
want to ruin young minds 
with junk science and pre­
tend it's educational." 

Inform 
Brooke Bond, which says 

60 million cups of PG Tips are drunk every day, are 
expecting 2.5 million people, 
most of them youngsters, to 
collect the cards. 

Spokesman Ivan Robinson 
said: . liThe cards are in­
tended to ·worm and edu­
cate. We've tried to get it 
right." 

. 
But Csicop challenges 30 

of the 40 subjects covered. 
Their main complaints: 

-• The cards claim the 
CUrse ofTutenkamun's tomb 
was followed by the mys­
terious deaths of most of the 
archaeologists involved. The 
scientists say they lived on 
av e r age. f o r  a n o t h e r  20 
years; 

• A .. Neanderthal man" 
said to have been preserved 
In lee was actually made of 
rubber; 

• A picture of a "flying 
saucer" is a saucepan lid. 

The scientists add that 
their offer of £200,000 for 
anyone who can prove that 
Uri · Geller's powers really 
work still has no takers. 
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If you are a tea-drinker who has 

recently bought a packet of Brooke 
Bond's PG Tips, you may have been 
surprised to find a little 
picture-card inside: one of a 
series of 40 "Unexplained Mysteries 
of the World. " In case you have 
wondered where you could stick 
them, Brooke Bond will send you a 
little booklet in exchange for two 
20p coins. This booklet contains 
some more pictures, with captions 
that elaborate on the misinform­
ation on the back of the cards. 

We meet once again the living 
toad found inside freshly quarried 
stone. "How, " Brooke Bond ask in 
amazement, "eau ld it survive 
millions of years without susten­
ance, or withstand the heat and 
terrible pressure necessary to 
create rocks? " How indeed. 
Geologists and zoologists will be 
sad to find that their disciplines 
have been wiped out at a stroke by 
these "well-documented cases. " 

Nessie is here of course, 
complete with the obligatory myth 
about records dating back to the 
year 565. This is obviously a 
reference to the legend of St 
Calumba, who wrote - about an 
entirely different beastie in a 
different place - the RI VER Ness. 
The "monster " in fact first 
surfaced from the printer's ink of 
the Inverness Courier in 1933. Read 
all about it in Ronald Binns' book 
"The Loch Ness Mystery Solved" 
<STAR, 1984). 

Nor was the creature "detected by 
sonar and underwater cameras" in 
1975. The National Geographic 
magazine would have nothing to do 
with the photographs. Neither would 
Time magazine. Brian Peterson_, 

Harvard's Professor of Paleontology, 
said the thing in the photographs 
"could only be taken seriously if 
someone put a net over it." Dr John 
Sheals, Keeper of Zoology at the 
British Museum, said, "I don't 
believe these photographs prove a 
thing." 

Brooke Bond's photograph of the 
"monster" was in fact taken by 
Punch-and-Judy man and "psychic 
entertainer " Anthony Shiels, who 
claimed, "I am sure Nessie appeared 
as a result of my psychic powers. " 
For some reason, the world's top 40 
mysteries don't extend to the 
inclusion of any other photographs 
from Shiels' curious collection, 
:tot even "Morgawr, the 
? a l mo u t h B.� y . 11 

monster of 

The Dogon tribe of Africa use in 
some of their rituals a drawing of 
nine symbols surrounded by a rough 
ellipse: "the egg of the world." 
Brooke Bond have thrown out eight 
of the symbols as inconvenient, and 
claim that the remaining one 
represents the star Sirius, and 
that the ellipse is the orbit of a 
dense companion with a 50-year 
orbit. Astronomers didn't discover 
this until 1882. How were the Dogon 
able to incorporate it into their 
ancient myths? Because "god-like 
amphibious beings from Sirius 
visited this planet and told them. " 

Ian Ridpath, editor of the 
"Encyclopedia of Astronomy and 
Space" and author of "Worlds 
Beyond: a report on the search for 
Life in Space ", has analysed the 
whole sorry affair of the Dogons 
and written it off as "riddled with 
contradictions. " Try his book 
"Messages from the Stars " <FONTANA, 
1978). 

Brooke Bond believe that people 
can float in mid-air, and that one 
made "several well-witnessed 

flights over considerable dist­
ances. " If YOU can do this, �et in 
touch with CSICOP right away a 
quarter-of-a-million pounds could 
be within your aerial grasp. But 
you would have to do better than 
the lady doing parlour tricks with 
a pair of "floating " scissors in 
the Brooke Bond picture, and the 
gentleman jumping off the chair at 
the seance. 

Believe it or not, the Indian 
Rope Trick rides again, and we are 

offered a 1936 photograph of an 
I ndian fakir <be careful how you 
pronounce it) suspended above the 
ground. The vertical support, 
amateurishly swathed in cloth, and 
making an all too solid-looking 
bridge between the showman and the 
ground, is perhaps one of those 

-optical illusions that so often 
afflict skeptics. 

Brooke Bond are still rooting for 
the Shroud of Turin of course, long 
after the scientific community has 
washed its hands of the whole sorry 
business. Pollens from the fibres 
are said to be of "Palestinian 
origin." Not according to 
micropaleontologist Steven Schafers­
man, they're not. 

The image has been "scorched into 
the cloth." I n  fact scorching on 
linen would fluoresce strongly 
under ultra-violet r�diation: the 



shroud does not, 
with lasers. 

even in trials 

"The wounds and blood-flow 
pattern corresponded correctly to 
Roman- style execution." Not so. 
New York pathologist Dr Michael 
Baden showed that the blood flow 
was not in the least realistic. And 
the stuff on the shroud is red: 
real blood, as anyone knows, turns 
black. The evidence has been 
examined by Dr Walter McCrone, who 
is the best-known forensic micro­
analyst in the world. His 
conclusion - the entire image is of 
iron earth and vermilion pigments 
in a tempera medium, with a date in 
the mid-14th century. The vermilion 
was an artist's red pigment used in 
the Middle Ages and earlier. Sort 
it all out in Joe Nickell's 
"Inquest on the Shroud of Turin" 
<PROMETHEUS, 1983>. 

In Minnesota, the "fresh corpse" 
of a Neanderthal man <you thought 
they we:r-e before vour tjme, didn't 
you?) has popped �p in a block of 
ice in a travelling show <that 
well-known source of genuine 
anthropological finds). What you 
will not discover from the Brooke 

Bond cards is that this creature 
was made by Howard Ball, a top 
model-maker for Disneyland. His 
widow and son confirm the fact. 
<See SKEPTICAL INQUIRER, Winter 
1981-82.) 

It turns out that UFOs are "the 
greatest mystery of our age." In 
support, Brooke Bond dusts off a 
picture of the old McMinville UFO 
taken by farmer Paul Trent way back 
in 1950 "one of the most 
convincing of UFO photographs." 

Brooke Bond don't tell you that 
the Trents gave out contradictory 
stories. Or that they didn't bother 
to tell anyone about the UFO. Or 
that they just left the film in the 
camera until they could use up the 
unexposed frames at some later time. 
Or that a reporter who went round 
found the priceless negatives lying 
under the sofa - the children had 
been playing with them. 

The Trents said the photographs 
were taken in the evening, just 
after sunset. Robert Scheaffer, a 
contributing writer to Astrono�y 
and Spaceflight, analysed the photo 
and showed that it was taken at 
7:30 in the morning. 

7 
Dr 'i/i 11 iam K Hartmann, chief 

photoanalyst for the Condon report 

on UFOs, pointed out that the 

object is suspended directly 

beneath horizontal telephone wires, 

and appears to be a small model 

hanging on threads. Philip Klass of 

the Aviation/Space Writers Assoc­

iation agrees that the pictures are 

fakes. And Donald Menzel, astro­

physicist and former director of 

the Harvard College Observatory, 

writes it off as a hoax "notorious 

in UFO annals." 

Brooke Bond also supplies a 

picture of the Trindade UFO, but 

don't tell you that it was taken 

by a specialist in trick photo­

g�aphy. They tell you it was taken 

from the deck of a ship. But they 

don't tell you that when newsmen 

interviewed the crew some weeks 

later, not a single sailor recalled 

seeing anything of the kind. 
Welcome back to the Curse of the 

Pharaoh! After Tutenkhamen's tomb 
was opened, "more than 20 of the 
original archeological team died in 
a strange series of 'accidents'." 
In fact, James Randi has traced the 
records of most of those involved: 
their aver�ge age at death was 72. 
And Lady Evelyn Herbert, one of the 
three people actually present at 
the tomb's opening, survived 
another 57 years, and died in 1980. 

ThA Bermuda Triangle "mysteries" 
are of course largely outright 
fabrications: ships not listed in 
any registry, planes for which 
there are no records to show they 
ever took to the air, and people 
with a nasty habit of turning up 
alive and well. The definitive book 
on the subject is "The Bermuda 
Triangle Mystery Solved" by 
Lawrence D Kusche <NEW ENGLISH 
LIBRARY, 1�75). 

With the other Brooke Bond cards, 
you can soon be out of date on the 
subject of various other refugees 
from the folklore of the gullible: 
Nostradamus, statues that move, 
abominable snowmen and of course 
"Bigfoot", the Cottingley fairies 
<complete with fake photograph>, 

ghosts, poltergeists, Noah's Ark on 
Ararat, the moving rocks of Death 
Valley, and of course Uri Geller 
bending metal purely by the power 
of his mind, entirely unaided by 
ten fingers and prepared spoons. 
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I t  i s  ha r d t o  be l i e ve t h a t a n y 

c o mme r c i a l  f i r m wo u l d  s e e k  t o  p i n  
i t s r e p u t a t i o n t o  t e x t s  f u l l  o f  
h o w l e r s l i ke t h e s e . B u t B r o o k e B o n d  
ha s t he c o u r a g e  o f  i t s c r e d u l i t y .  

Ma y be i t  w i l l  ha v e  t o  l e a r n  t h e 
h a r d  wa y t ha t  t he r i d i c u l e  
a t t a c h i n 8  t o  i l l - r e s e a r c h e d  c l a i ms 
l i k e t h e s e c a n  o n l y r e d o u nd o n  t he 
c o mpa n y  t ha t  i s  u n f o r t u na t e  e n o u g h  

t o  s p o ns o r  t h e m .  
H o w  d o e s  i t  f e e l t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e 

sa f e t y  o f  t he d r i n k  i n  y o u r t e a c u p  

i s  i n  t he h a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  who 
be l i e ve i n  f a i r i e s? 

- - Lewis Jones. A copy of 
t his report was sent to Brooke 
Bon d Oxo. 

Dowser narrows search 
for buried treasures 

-f\ewcastle Unh·ersity has un- finished, so "·ere not put  in  the 
c(n·ered a promising clue i n  its foundations, but "·by they 
search for four large stone "·ere buried is a m,·sten. 
statues that are part of the The sole clue to the statues' 

1Jiston· of the 1\'ledical School "·hereabouts "·as forgotten un­
and ha,·e not been seen s ince til Dr Gordon Dale, senior 
1850. A dowser believes he has lecturer in paediatric bio­
located "·here they may be chemistry, found the note 
buried . .  , ·. · . "·hen preparing for an address 

The eight feet h igh statues at th� J 50th annh ersan· 
of Aesculapius and H ippoc- cel�hrations of the :\Iedical 
rates, which "M ere erected i n  School in 198.;. 
J710, ' and of Galen and A lo.s:al dowser, 1\lr Dennis 
�aracelsus, put up two years Briggs. recently searched the 
��ter. stood in the grassed area grounds of the 1851  hall. 
in  front of the Barber "·h ich is now a school. His 
Surgeons' Hall. They were findings are said to conespond 
taken down "·hen the hall "·as to the shape and size of four 
demolished 137 years ago to · statues lying horizontally in 
�ake "·ay for a raill'·ay. . · · the soil. Permission to dig a 
- -The only known record of trial trench is now to be 

;t;hat became of them is in a sought. 
note made in 1876 by Dr If the statues are reco,·ered 
Dennis Emhleton. lecturer in and are in a suitable condition. 
��atomy. This said that they Dr Dale and the Dean of 
w ere buried in the �rounds of 1\led icine, Professor David 
t.he new hall in  Rye H ill. Shaw. hope to re-erect them at 
;\�wcastl�. "·hich "·as pro- th� new 'Medical School. 
Uded by th� railway company w h ich " as open�d by the 
�� compensation. They "·ere Queen Mother thre� years 
buried ·after the hall "·as ago. 

From t he Times� 1 4  February� 1 9 8 7 . 
Contributed by Tob y  Howar d. 

B r i t i s h  C o m m i t t e e  S e c r e t a r y  M i c h a e l  
Hutchinson reports that he was asked to find a 
knowledgeable skeptic to participate in a debate 
on the subject of dowsing, to be transmitted by 
BBC Scotland on the Jimmy Mack show at 9:30 
AM, Wednesday, 1 April. timed to coincide with 
next week's Dowsing Association Conference. 
Accordingly, Denys Parsons. a member of the 
British Committee,  will be presenting the 
skeptical view. Also taking part will be a 
representative of the Dowsing Association.  

A Liberal 
victory was 
in the stars 
A PROFESSIONAL mfud­

reader forecast the exact 
result of the Truro by­
election a month before 
Thursday's poll. 

Stephen Wells, a Liberal 
county councillor in Corn-· 
wall, put his prediction in 
a safety deposit box. 

It was opened on Friday in 
the studios of BBC Radio 
Cornwall, and the figures 
for the Liberal, Conserva­
tive and Labour candi­
dates were all spot on. 

Mr Wells whose stage name 
is Stephen Magus, said: 'I 
wasn't surprised. I've done 
far more difficult things 
just as accurately.' But 
he's making no predictions 
for the General Election. 

This article appea:-· 
ed in the Mail on 
Sunday on 15 March .  
South Devon skeptic 
Redge Lewis promptly 
telephoned BBC Radio 
Cornwall for more in· 
formation. The sta­
tion's  manager. Mr . 
Mike Hoskin, "was sur­
prised that anyone 
would think that the 
event was anything 
other than the clever 
trick it was . "  Redge 
has written a letter 
of complaint, and has 
promised to keep us 
i n f o r m e d  o f  a n y  
developments . 

Almost as soon as the above was writte::-. . 
there were developments. The Managing Editor 
of the Mail on Sunday, Jim Anderson, respondec 
to Redge ' s  complaint as follows: 

" . .. I have to tell you however that there are 
always two sides to every event such as this.  
The first report of Mr. Wells ' exploit came from 
the national news agency, The Press Association . 
One of our reporters talked to both Mr. Wells 
and to the radio station. The latter told us: 'We 
were completely taken aback.  The envelope was 
kept in a safety deposit box and the whole 
operation was watched closely. There was no 
possibility of any fiddling. ' 

"Mr. Wells, who we reported as being a 
professional mind-reader and we indicated that he  
performed o n  stage, told us: 'I just sit down and 
concentrate ,  I don' t  claim to have psychi c 
powers. it is a technique that I have developed 
over the years. ' 

"Naturally , there were sceptics in the office 
who advised caution. but the general view was 
that the report we published was perfectly 
acceptable. given the checks that we had macie 
ourselves. 

"I have since spoken to Mr. Hoskins, who 
tells me that rather than saying to you he 'was 

-
surprised that anyone would think that the event 
was anything other than the clever trick it was ' . 
he said he personally felt it was more likely to 
be clever trick in that Mr. Wells had switched 
the envelopes at the time of opening the 
box ... but. he added,  although he was present and 
observed Mr. Wells all the time,  he could not 
confirm that that had actually happened. 

"I repeat that I am sorry you have been 
upset by our report. but add that we feel this 
was not a case of incorrect reporting,  nor of 
misinforming people about important matters o� 
fact . "  

We understand that Redge will be pursuing 
the matter further.  



� S � AN l S � C L O S E  E N t O UN l E �  � E - E l A M l H E D  

l l n R i d p a t h  

E v e r y U F O  r e s e a r c h e r  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  d a z z l i n g  
p l a n e t  V e n u 1  1 1  t h t  1 i n g l t  • o • t  c o • • o n  c u l p · 

r i t  i n  U F O  s i g h t i n g s , y e t  i t  s t i l l  c a t c h e s  
o u t  p e o p l e  w h o  s h o u l d  k n o w b e t t e r . 1 f o u n d  
t h e  f o l l o w 1 n g  e x a a p l e  i n  l h e  E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  
U F O s , e d i t e d b y  R o n a l d S t o r y ,  w h t r e i t  
a p p e a r s u n d e r t h e  h e a d i n g  • s e r e n a  e n c o un t e r • 
1 1  an t x a a p l e  of 1 g t n u i n t  c l o s e  e n c o u n t e r  o f  
t h e  f i r s t k i n d ,  i n  wh 1 c h < a c c o r d i n g t o  t h e  
c a s t  1 n v t s t 1 g a t o r s >  t h t  U F O  1 e e • e d  t o  t x h i b i t  
i n t e l l i g e n t  c on t r o l  a n d  p r o d u c e d  e l e c t r o e • g ­
n t t i c  a n d  p h y 1 1 o l o g i c a l  t f f t c t s .  

l n  b r i e f , " r  a n d  " r s  A n t o n i o  S t r t n a  p l u s 
t h e i r t h r e e  d a u g h t e r s w e r e  d r i v i n g h o � e  o n e  
e v e n i n g  a f t e r v i s i t i n g f r 1 e n d s  n e a r V a l e n c i a ,  
S p a i n ,  w h e n  t h e y  n o t i c e d a n  i n t t n s e  w h i t e 
l i g h t  t h a t  c h a s e d  t h e i r c a r a l o n g  40 k �  o f  
r o a d  f or a n  h o u r . A f t e r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e �  o n  t h e  
r i g h t  1 1  t h e y  d r o v e  s o u t h w e s t w 1 r d s , t h e  U F O  
t h e n  z i g - z a g g t d  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e •  b e f o r e i t  
f i n a l l y  d e s c e n d e d  t o  a n  e s t i • a t e d  h e i g h t  o f  7 
or e � t t r t l  a n d  t x t e n d t d  l a n d i n g  g e a r . AI t h e  

U F O  c a • •  c l o s e r , t h e  c a r ' s  l i g h t s  b e g a n  t o  
f a i l ,  t h e  e n g i n e  e x p e r i t n c e d i g n i t i o n p r o b ­
l e a s  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n b e c a a e  v i o l e n t l y 
s i c k .  A f t e r  a n o t h e r  c a r  a p p r o a c h e d  f r o • t h e  
o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i on t h e  U F O  a o v e d  a w 1 y ,  a n d  
e v e n t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r t d . 

l h i s  c a s t  w a s  i n v t s t i g a t e d  b y  � i l l y S e i t h , 
t h e n  p r o f e s s o r  of p h y s i c s  at L y c o r. i n g  
C o l l e g e , � l l l i a a s p o r t , P e n n s y l v a n i 1 1  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n w 1 t h  t w o S p 1 n i s h U F O l o g i s t s , 
� i g u e l  G u 1 s p  a n d  V . J .  � a l l e s t e r  O l a o s . l h e  
t h r e e  r e s e a r c h e r s a s s i g n t h i s  c a s e  t o  t h e  
• n 1 g h · s t r a n g e n e s s w  c a t e g o r y .  T h e 1 r  r e p o r t  
t a k e s u p  t w o a n d  1 h 1 ! f  p a g e s  o f  l h e  E n c y ­
c l o p e d i a  of UF O s ,  � o r e s p a c e  t h a n  i s  d e v o t e d 
t o  c e l e b r a t e d  c a s e s  s u c h I S  t h e  l r a v i s  W 1 l t o n 
a b d u c t i on a n d  t h e  T u n g u s k a  e v e n t . C l t l r l y ,  
t h e  r t s e a r c h t r s  r a t e  i t  v e r y  h i g h l y  i n d e e d . 

By c h a n c t , d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  

p r e v i o u s l y wr i t t e n  u p  t h e  s t o r y  i n  � o r t  

d et a i l i n  U F O  P h e n oa e n a  v o l . 3  n o . 1 ,  a n  a n n u a l  
r e v 1 e w  o f  UF Ol og y  p u b l l s h e d  i n  I t a l y  w h i c h  i s  
p r e s e n t e d  1 n  t h e  s t y l e o f  1 s c i e n t i f i c  
J o u r n a l . T h i s t a r l i t r p a p e r  c o n t a i n s  a n  i • p ­
or t a n t  c l u e t o  t h e  i d e n t i t y o f  t h e  U F O  t h a t  
i s  n o t g � v e n  i n  t h e  E n c y c l o p e d i a  a r t i c l t .  J n  
t h i s  e a r l s e r p a p e r  t h e  a u t h o r s  n o t e  t h a t o n  
t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  s i g h t i n g < F e b r u a r y 22,  1 9 7 7 1  
t h e  � l a n e t  Ve n u s  w a s  a p p r o a c h i n g i t s  • a x i • u •  
b r 1 l l s a n c y  s n  t h e  e v e n i n g s k y .  Y e t  t h e y 
r e J e c t  V e n u s  as a n  t x p l a n a t i on on t h e  g r o u n d s  
t h a t  Ve n u s  s e t  a t  a b o u t  9 . 3 0 p e  o n  t h a t  d a t e  
w h e r e a s  t h e  U F O  s i g h t i n g d i d  n o t b e g i n  u n t i i 
a b o ut 9 . 30 a n d  l a s t ed u n t i l  1 0 . 30 .  

T h e  s e t t s n g t i • e o f  V e n u s  o n  t h a t  d a t e  w a s  
i n d e e d  • � o u t  9 . 30 p • ,  6 " T . H o w e v e r  S p a i n ,  i n  
c oa a on w s t h  • o s t  o f  w e s t e r n  E u r op e ,  k e e p s  
t i • e o n e  h o u r  a h e a d  o f  6 " T .  T h e r t f o r t  V t n u s  
w o u l d n o t  h a v e  s e t  u n t i l 1 0 . 30 p a  l o c a l  t i • e .  
V e n u s  w a s ,  a f t e r a l l ,  v i s i b l e  a s  t h e  S e r e n a s  
d r o v t h o • e , a n d  i t s s e t t i n g  t i • e o f  1 0 . 30 
• • t c h t s  t h e t i a e at wh i c h t h e  U F O  v a n i s h e d . � he • c h a s e ·  of • c a r  b y  1 b r i g h t  c e l e s t i a l  
O b J t t t  i s  1 f a e i l i a r t h t e e  i n  U F O l o g y .  A • • P  
o f  t h e  e v e n t  g i v t n  b y  S • i t h ,  6 u a s p  a n d  
B a l l t s t e r  D l • o s  s h o w s  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  U F O  
s ee • e d  t o  d t s c t n d  i n  f r on t  o f  t h e  c a r  t h e  
S t r t n a s  w t r e h e a d i n g v i r t u a l l y  d u e  w e s t  a n d  
h t n c t  w e r e  l o o k i n g d i r e c t l y t o w a r d s

1 
t h t  

d i r t c t i o n o f  t h t  s t t t i n g V t n u s .  T h e  r o a d  w a s  
w i n d i n g , • h i c h w o u l d  c a u s e  V e n u s  t o  a p p e 1 r  t o  
Z l g · u o , u t h e y  r e p o r t e d  t h e  U F O  t o  d o .  T h e  
U F O  s t o p p t d  • o v i n g  w h e n  � r  S e r e n a  p u l l e d u p  
t h e  t l r  i o r h i s  t t t n a g t  d a u g h t t r  C a r • e n  t o  
v o a 1 t b y  t h t  r o a d s 1 d e .  A • i x t u r t  o f  t r a v e l  
s i c k n e s s  o n  t h t  w i n d 1 n g  r o a d  a n d  e • c 1 t e • t n t  
o v e r  t h e  U F O  s t e � s  • p l a u s i b l t  t x p l • n a t 1 o n 
f o r C a r • e n ' s  s t o • • c h  u p s e t . 

T h e r e d o t s  s e e • t o  h a v e b e en s o � t t h i n g  
g e n u i n e l y w r o n g  w i t h t h e  c a r ' s  t l e c t r i c a l  
s y s t t e ,  f o r t h e  f o l l o M i n g d a y  " r  S e r e n a  f o u n d  
t h a t  h i s  c a r b 1 t t e r y  w a s  d r y .  S a i t h ,  6 u a s p  
1 n d  B 1 l l e s t e r O l a o s  a t t r i b u t e  t h i s t o  t h e  
UF O ,  f o r t h e y  d o  n o t t h i n k  t h a t " r  S e r e n a ,  
w h o  i s  1 p r o f e s s i on a l  b u s  d r i v e r  a n d  u p k e e p s  

h i s c a r c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y ,  w o u l d  l e t h i s  
b a t t e r y  r u n  d r y .  H o w t v t r , t h a t  i s  w h a t  a u s t  
h a v e h a p p t n e a  u n l t s t , o f  c o u r s e , U F O s  a r e  
n o w g i v e n  t o  t o p p i n g  up t h e i r o • n  b 1 t t e r i t s  
f r o e  p a s s i n g  c a r s .  

I n  s h o r t , a l l t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  • h i g h 

s t r 1 n g e n e s s •  c • s e c a n t a s i l y  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
p r o s a i c c a u s e s .  l h e  o r i g i n • l  f a i l u r e  t o  s o l v e  
t h t  c a s t  s t e e s  f r o � a n  e l t a t n t a r y  e r r o r i n  
t h e  s e t t i n g t i e e o f  Ve n u s .  l t  d t a o n s t r a t e s  
t h a t  e v e n  t h e  t n d o r s e a e n t  b y  a p r o f e s s o r  o f  

p h y s i c s o f  1 c l o s e  e n c o u n t e r  i n v o l v i n g  
t l t c t r o � a g n e t i c  a n d  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  i s  
n o  g u A r a n t e e  t h a t  1 g e n u i n t  U F O  i s  i n v o l v e d .  

1 w o u l d  n o w  a d d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g U F O l o g i c a l  
P r i n c i p l e  t o  P h i l K l a s £ ' s  f a a o u s  l i s t 1 l h t  
• s t r a n g e n e s s •  o f  1 U F O  c a s t  i s  d i r e c t l y 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s t r a n g t n t s s  o f  t h e  U F O l o g i s t 
w h o  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i t .  

P o s t s c r i p t &  A f t e r  s e e i n g t h e  a b o v e  e x p l a n ­
A t i o n w h e n  i t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h t  � r i t i s h 
a a g a z i n t � � g e n i i ,  W i l l y  S � i t h  r e p l i e d b y  
• h i n t i n g •  t h a t  V e n u s  • u s t  h 1 v e  b e e n  c o n v e n i ­
e n t l y  h i d d e n  b y  • a o u n t i i n  w h i l e  t h e  S e r e n •  
f a e i l y  w e r e  l o o k i n g d l r t c t l y  a t  i t .  H o w e v e r , 
h i s o w n  p h o t o g r a p h s  of t h e  S e r t n a  e n c o u n t e r  
S l t t ,  p u b l i s h t d  • i t h  h i s  or 1 g i n a l  p i p t r  i n  
U F O  P h e n o a e n a ,  s h o •  t h a t  t h e  h o r i z o n o f  t h e  
l o c a l i t y  i s  v e r y l o w a n d  c l e a r . J wr o t e  a n d  
a s � t d h i a  i f  h e  h i d  ll t i s u r e d  t h e  A l t i t u d e  i n  
d e g r e e s  o f  t h t  a o u n t a i n s a s  s e e n  f r o � t h e 
c l o s e  e n c o u n t e r  s i t e ,  b u t  ht h i s  n o t  r e p l i e d .  

l i n R i d p a t h  
s p a c e  1 n d  
C O II III i t h e .  

i s  
i s  • 

1 w r i t e r  o n  
c o n s u l  t i n t  

u t r o n o � y  a n d  
t o  t h e  � r i t i s h 

A bizarre di�play 
of transcendental 
meditation 'flying' 
really brought the 
roof down at Stour­
bridge Town Hall. 

Two shop·kec:pers had to 
run from their soft fur· 
nishinc� Store, when per· 
formers abo,·e in the 
Ambl�cote Room shook 
the ceilin�t so much that it 
becan to fall in nn them. 

Mrs Nan Hill, of Dr�w 
Ruad, Wollescote and Mrs 
Cilhan Ward, of Marine 
Crescent, Wordsley, were 

�j��::r i': eh���-����� 
and Hill shop. 

Nan's tnatiand, Patrick 
of a neichbourinc shop 
and a partner in the firm, 
ran to the demonstrators 
tu tell them to 11op. 

Nan said: "Patrick has 
told Dudley Council about 

#Flying'  
d isplay 
ru ins 
cei l ing 

the state of our roof and 
acti•·i1ic• of this nature 
wer .. not suitable for the 
Amblecote Room. 

levitate 
"Nnrnally only thinp 

like slimmin�t clubs and 
Hwi�o�; societies meet 
then:". 

luc r.tr Da,-id Hickman, 
in chartt" of Town Hall 
�ctivitie:;, said: "Activities 
"-hich ..... uld weaken the 
Town H»ll noor in this 
room nu loncer take place 
there . We have banned 
AffOhics and disco d<tncinc 
from :he Amblccote Room. 

"Vtn .. .-n we were 
•ppr<hl�hed with a trans· 
cead""'•l meditation 
hnnlting we acreed as we 
b;ad no idea they would be 
jump.n�: up and down in 
•uch ll manner. 

"I always understood 

. � J: 'n:� rm:'�bi�!t��J 
no� doin& nry much. lt 
was a complete revelation 
to me when they started to 
le..-itat e  and bounce across 
the room". 

Reprin ted from t he County 
Express , Stourbridge, W .  
Midlands , 2 1  A ugust , 1 9 8 6 . 
Contrib u ted b y  H .  Ben nett. 
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T H E  G E L L E R  B U M P H  

T h e  w r i t e r  h a s  a B S  d e g r e e a n d  i s  a H e 1 b e r  o f  t h e  H a g i c  C i r c l e . 

I s e e  t h a t U r i G e l l e r h a s r e c e n t l y  c o m e  o u t  o f  c o l d s t o r a g e , h a d  a n e w  
b o o k  g h o s t e d , a n d  a p p e a r e d  w i t h  T e r r y  W o g a n  a n d  G a y  B y r n e , t h e  m a j o r t a l k 
s h o w s  f o r G r e a t  B r i t a i n a n d I r e l a n d  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A s  h e  s t a t e s t h a t h e  i s  n o w 
a m u l t i - m i l l i o n a i r e  d u e  t o  f e e s  p a i d h i m  t o  f i n d o i l ,  g o l d ,  a n d  d i a m o n d s  i n  
t h e  t e n  y e a r s w e  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  h i m ,  h e  o b v i o u s l y d o e s n ' t  n e e d  t h e  m o n e y . T e n  
y e a r s  i s  a l o n g  t i m e t o  b e  a b s e n t , b u t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  n o t h i n g n e w  
i n  t h e  w a y  o f  p a r a n o r m a l  p h e n o m e n a  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  b e i n g  s t i l l  l i m i t e d  t o  
b e n d i n g  s p o o n s ,  s t a r t i n g w a t c h e s , c a u s i n g c o m p a s s e s  t o  m o v e , a n d  a l l t h e  o t h e r  
t r i c k s o f  a d e c a d e  a g o .  T h e  p u b l i c  i s  v e r y f i c k l e  a n d  h a s  a s h o r t  m e m o r y .  
P e r h a p s  h e  i s  h o p i n g t h a t t h e y h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  d e b u n k i n g h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e n 
f r o m  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  m a g i c  f r a t e r n i t y w h o  o b j e c t e d  t o  h i s f r a u d u l e n t  m i s u s e  o f  
t h e i r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t t e c h n i q u e s  w h i l e  c l a i m i n g s u p e r n o r m a l  p o w e r s .  H e r e h e  i s  
a g a i n ,  t h o u g h , c h a r m i n g , w i n s o m e , a n d  v e r y  g o o d  a t  w h a t  h e  d o e s . H e  p l a n s  t o  
m a k e  h i s  h o m e  i n  E n g l a n d , s o  m a g i c i a n s  h e r e  a r e  d u s t i n g o f f  t h e i r w a n d s  a n d  
p r e p a r i n g t o  d o  b a t t l e . 

R e r e a d i n g " T h e  G e l l e r P a p e r s " , s u b t i t l e d " S c i e n t i f i c  O b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  
t h e  P a r a n o r m a l  P o w e r s o f  U r i G e l l e r " ,  I w a s  s t r u c k b y  t w o p o i n t s . T h e  f i r s t 
w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g t h a t o n e  g e t s  t h a t t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e s e  " s c i e n t i f i c  p a p e r s "  
( o n l y  o n e  a c t u a l l y  a p p e a r e d  i n  a s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l ) s e e m  t o  b e  d r i v e n  b y  a n  

u n s e e m l y u r g e  t o  g e t  t h e i r n a m e s  o n  r e c o r d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n w i t h  w h a t  m i g h t  t u r n  
o u t  t o  b e  a m a j o r  s c i e n t i f i c  b r e a k t h r o u g h . T h e  s e c o n d  w a s  t h e  u t t e r  n a i v e t y  
d i s c l o s e d  b y  t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n s  t a k e n t o  p r e v e n t  f r a u d . I 
s h a l l d e s c r i b e  t h e  l a t t e r a s  i t  a p p e a r s r e v e a l e d  i n  t w o  o f  t h e  p a p e r s , 
" E x p e r i m e n t s  o n  P s y c h o k i n e t i c  P h e n o m e n a "  b y  J o h n  B .  H a s t e d  e t  a l , a n d " M y 
G e l l e r N o t e b o o k s "  b y  H a s t e d . 

P a r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t p a p e r i s  g i v e n  o v e r  t o  a d i s c u s s i o n o f  h o w t o  k e e p  
U r i  h a p p y . I t  s e e m s  t h a t i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t t o  g e t h i m  t o  d o  w h a t  t h e  
e x p e r i m e n t e r  w a n t s .  ( T r a n s l a t i o n :  T h e k e y w h i c h w a s  n o t  o n  t h e  t a b l e  i n  f u l l 
v i e w i s  t h e  o n e  w h i c h i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  b e n t . ) A g a i n ,  a l l w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  s h o u l d 
b e  i n  a r e l a x e d s t a t e , a s  a f e e l i n g o f  t e n s i o n , f e a r , o r  h o s t i l i t y o n  t h e  p a r t  
o f  a n y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t g e n e r a l l y  c o m m u n i c a t e s  i t s e l f t o  t h e  w h o l e g r o u p . 
< T r a n s l a t i o n :  a n y o n e  p r e s e n t  w h o  i s  h o s t i l e  a n d  n o t r e l a x e d  i s  l i k e l y t o  s e e  
U r i  d o  t h e  b u s i n e s s . ) " I n d e e d " ,  t h e  p a p e r  s a y s , 11 W e  h a v e  s o m e t i m e s  f o u n d  i t  
u s e f u l  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t o  t a l k o f , o r  t h i n k  a b o u t , s o m e t h i n g n o t  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  w h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g s o  a s  t o  �� c r e a s e  t h e  t e n d e n c y t o  e x c e s sj v e  c o n s c i o u s  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o n  t h e  i n t e n d e d a i m o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t . < E m p h a s i s  a d d e d . ) 

T h e a u t h o r s  f o l l o w t h i s  u p  w i t h a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  c u r i o u s  s t a t e m e n t w h i c h 
r e p r o d u c e  i n  f u l l :  " M a n y  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  a r e  a l s o r e q u i r e d 

f o r f r u i t f u l  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s .  T h u s , i f  a n y  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a p h y s i c a l e x p e r i m e n t  a r e  t e n s e o r  h o s t i l e ,  a n d  d o  n o t  r e a l l y  
w a n t  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  t o  w o r k , t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s  a r e g r e a t l y  d i m i n i s h e d . " 

F u r t h e r w o r d s  o f  o n e  s y l l a b l e : " I t s h o u l d b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e s i g n 
e x p e r i m e n t a l a r r a n g e m e n t s  t h a t a r e  b e y o n d a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  p o s s i b i l i t y o f  
t r i c k e r y ,  a n d  t h a t m a g i c i a n s  w i l l  g e n e r a l _ l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  t o  b e  s o . I n  t h e  
f i r s t s t a g e  o f  o u r  w o r k w e  d i d ,  i n  f a c t , p r e s e n t  M r . G e l l e r w i t h s e v e r a l  s u c h 
a r r a n g e m e n t s , b u t  t h e s e  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  u n a p p e a l i n g t o  h i m . " N o  
t r a n s l a t i o n i s  n e c e s s a r y .  F u r t h e r , " • • .  w e  l e a r n e d  t h a t M r . G e l l e r w o r k e d  b e s t  
w h e n  p r e s e n t e d w i t h  m a n y  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t s  . • •  ; a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e s e  o b j e c t s  
m i g h t  a p p e a l  t o  h i m  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  h i s  e n e r g i e s . .. < T r a n s l a t i o n :  
t h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r  c a n ' t  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  w h a t t h e  p e r f o r m e r  i s  g o i n g  t o  d o  n e x t . )  



u s t n o w  o u t l i n e o n e  o f  t h e  1 1 t e s t s 11 f o r t h e r e a d e r  t o  f o r m  h i s  o w n  
j u d g e m e n t  a b o u t  w h a t  a c t u a l l y  h a p p e n e d . I t  i s  l a b e l l e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r s  a 
" d e m a t e r i a l i z a t i o n  e v e n t " .  A v a n a d i u m c a r b i d e d i s k d e s c r i b e d a s  a b o u t  2 . 0 m m  
i n  d i a m e t e r  a n d 0 . 4 m m t h i c k  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  o r i f i c e ( T r a n s l a t i o n :  h o l e i n  t h e  
m i d d l e )  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h i n n e d s e c t i o n s  w a s  p r o v i d e d , i n a n  u n s e a l e d  p l a s t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  c a p s u l e  ( p i l l  c a s e ) a b o u t  1 c m l o n g . ( H o w e v e r  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g 
p h o t o g r a p h  i s  l a b e l l e d t o  s h o w t h a t  t h e  d i s k i s  3 m m  i n  d i a m e t e r . )  T h e r e  w e r e 

t w o s u c h t i n y a s s e m b l i e s .  A n  u n s p e c i f i e d n u m b e r  o f  u n d e s c r i b e d  o t h e r m e t a l  
o b j e c t s  11 0 f  v a r i o u s  s i z e s 11 , s o m e  i n  s i m i l a r c a p s u l e s , p l u s t h e  t w o  
e n c a p s u l a t e d  d i s k s  w e r e  p l a c e d  o n  a m e t a l  p l a t e  a n d  a f t e r  s o m e  m u m b o  j u m b o  i t  
w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t h a l f o f  o n e  o f  t h e  d i s k s  h a d  f r a c t u r e d  o f f a n d 
" d e m a t e r i a l i z e d " .  T h e m i s s i n g  h a l f c o u l d n o t  b e  f o u n d  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e e n t i r e 
l a b w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y v a c u u m - c l e a n e d . ( T r a n s l a t i o n :  U r i w a s  n o t  s e a r c h e d . N o  
d o u b t  t h e m i s s i n g h a l f w i l l  m y s t e r i o u s l y " m a t e r i a l i z e "  o n  H a s t e d ' s  d e s k  o n e  
d a y  w h e n  U r i v i s i t s  a g a i n . )  

C o n s i d e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n :  t h e r e  i s  a c o l l e c t i o n o f  v e r y  s m a l l o b j e c t s  o n  
a m e t a l  p l a t e  s o  t h a t t h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r s c a n n o t b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  k e e p  a c c o u n t  o f  
e a c h  o n e .  S o m e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t s  a r e  i n  c e l l u l o s e  p i l l  c a s e s , u n s e a l e d . S u c h  a 
c a s e  c a n e a s i l y  b e  c o m p l e t e l y c o n c e a l e d  b e t w e e n  t w o f i n g e r s a t  t h e  b a s e . I t  
i s  e v e n  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t t h e  c a s e  c a n b e  c o m p r e s s e d  b e t w e e n  t w o f i n g e r n a i l s  o r  
b e t w e e n  t h e  p a l m o f  t h e  h a n d  a n d  t h e  s h a r p  e d g e  o f  t h e s t e e l  p l a t e  w h i c h U r i 

i s  s a i d t o  l i k e s o  m u c h , s o  t h a t t h e  c o n t e n t s  a r e  f r a c t u r e d  w h i l e  t h e  f l e x i b l e  
c a s e  r e m a i n s  u n m a r r e d . A n  u n s e a l e d p i l l  c a s e  h e l d h i d d e n  b e t w e e n  t h e  b a s e s o f  
t w o f i n g e r s  c a n b e  o p e n e d  b y  t w o f i n g e r s  o f  t h e  o t h e r h a n d  i n  a n  u n s u s p i c i o u s  
g e s t u r e .  T r y  i t  y o u r s e l f .  

H a s t e d  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  n o t  d i s h o n e s t , j u s t  s t u p i d :  1 1 1 d i d 

n o t a c t u a l l y  e x a m i n e  t h e m  < t h e  c a p s u l e s )  c l o s e l y w h e n  p u t t i n g t h e m  o u t  o n  t h e  
s u r f a c e  p l a t e  . • . •  T h e r e w a s  a s t r o n g  p r e s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e y  w e r e u n c h a n g e d , 
b u t  i n  v i e w  o f  w h a t  w a s  t o  h a p p e n  I n o w r e g r e t  t h i s o v e r s i g h t ; i t  d e t r a c t s  

f r o m a n  o t h e r w i s e  p e r f e c t s e s s i o n . " I t  i s  t o  b e n o t e d , h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s 
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n d o e s  n o t a p p e a r  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n o f  t h e  s a m e  e v e n t s  g i v e n i n  
t h e  f i r s t a r t i c l e .  F o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  d o  n o t  h a v e s a m p l e s a b o u t  t h e  h o u s e , 

v a n a d i u m c a r b i d e i s  d e s c r i b e d b y  t h e  a u t h o r a s  a b r i t t l e  c r y s t a l , e x t r e m e l y  
s p r i n g y , b e i n g  u n d e r i n t e r n a l  s t r e s s , h a v i n g  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  m e t a l , b u t  

h a r d e r t h a n  g l a s s . T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n r e s t s .  

H a s t e d  e t  a l  g i v e t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i r r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n f o r w h y  i t  i s  n o t 
n e c e s s a r y t o  h a v e  a s k i l l e d m a g i c i a n p r e s e n t  i n  s u c h  t e s t $ : 

" • . •  w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  w e  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  . • •  a r e j u s t  t h o s e  
i n w h i c h a c o n j u r i n g t r i c k m a y  e a s i l y  b e  c a r r i e d o u t . W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  w e  

a r e  n o t  c o n j u r i n g e x p e r t s ,  s o  i f  t h e r e s h o u l d b e  a n  i n t e n t i o n t o  d e c e i v e , w e  
m a y  b e a s  r e a d i l y  f o o l e d a s  a n y  p e r s o n . M o r e o v e r , t h e r e  h a s b e e n  a g r e a t  d e a l  

o f  p u b l i c  c r i t i c i s m , i n  w h i c h t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y o f  s u c h t r i c k s h a s  b e e n  s t r o n g l y 
s u g g e s t e d . F o r  t h i s r e a s o n  i t  h a s  o f t e n b e e n  p r o p o s e d  t h a t a s k i l l e d m a g i c i a n 

s h o u l d b e  p r e s e n t , t o  h e l p s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  t h e r e w i l l  b e  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y o f  
d e c e p t i o n .  

I t  i s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a s e ; h o w e v e r , t h a t n o  s u c h  a s s u r a n c e c a n 
a c t u a l l y b e  g i v e n . F o r  a s k i l l e d m a g i c i a n i s  a b l e  t o  e x p l o i t  e a c h  n e w 
s i t u a t i o n  a s  i t  a r i s e s  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  w a y  . • . .  A 
p a r t i c u l a r m a g i c i a n c o u l d t h e r e f o r e  s a y  a t  m o s t  t h a t  h e  k n e w o f  n o  t r i c k s  t h a t 
c o u l d h a v e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a g i v e n  s e t  o f  o b s e r v e d  p h e n o m e n a .  • • •  m a g 1 c 1 a n s  a r e  
o f t e n h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  w h o l e p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s s o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n , s o  t h e y  t e n d  
t o  b r i n g a b o u t  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t e n s i o n  i n  w h i c h l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g c a n  b e 
d o n e . " 

H a s t e d  s e e m s  t o  i g n o r e  t o t a l l y  t h e  h i g h l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  t h e  m a g 1 c 1 a n ,  k n o w i n g  

o f  p o s s i b l e  t e c h n i q u e s , w o u l d b e  a b l e  t o  c a t c h  t h e  p e r f o r m e r  i n  f r a u d . A s  i s  
w e l l k n o w n , S e l l e r w a s  u n a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e  a n y  l o c a l  p h e n o m e n a o n  t h e  J o h n n y  

C a r s o n  T V  s h o w w h e n  t h e  p r o p s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d u n d e r  
t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n o f  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a g i c i a n .  ( C a r s o n  w a s  a l s o a m a g i c i a n i n  
h i s  e a r l y  d a y s . ) 

1 1  



12  
" M y G e l l e r N o t e b o o k s "  a l s o i n c l u d e s t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a m n i n g c o m m e n t s :  

" I t w a s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r m e  t o  m a i n t a i n c o n t r o l l e d c o n d i t i o n s  . • .  ( G e l l e r )  b e n t  
t w o l a t c h k e y s  a n d  m y  s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  p a p e r k n i f e , b u t  n o t  w h i l e  s i t t i n g a t  t h e  
t a b l e .  H e  w a l k e d i n t o  D a v i d B o h m ' s  o f f i c e a n d  l a t e r  h e l d t h e  l a t c h k e�y�� 2 r  

� s o  I d i d n o t s e  e t h e b e n  d i n g s s u f f i c i e n  t 1 y c 1 e a r  1 y_. " 

" S u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r l y ? "  I s u r m i s e  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t s e e  t h e s e  b e n d i n g s  a t  a l l .  
O n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  w a y s  t o  b e n d  a k e y i f  y o u  h a v e  l e f t  y o u r  k e y b e n d e r  a t  h o m e  o r  
d o n ' t  l i k e t o  t r a v e l  a r m e d  i s  t o  p u t  t h e  s m a l l e n d  o f  t h e  k e y  i n  a b a t h r o o m  
t a p  a n d  p r e s s  t h e  l a r g e  e n d  u p w a r d . M a g i c i a n s  h a v e  a n  11 i n "  j o k e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  U r i m u s t  h a v e  w e a k  k i d n e y s , a s  h e  s p e n d s  s o  m u c h  t i m e r u s h i n g o f f t o  t h e  
b a t h r o o m . 

W a t c h  t h i s  s p a c e  f o r  f u r t h e r s h o c k h o r r o r d �v e l o p m e n t s ! 

F r a n k  C h a m b e r s  2 / 8 7  

PROFILB OF A SMALL-TIMB PSYCHIC 

Phil Jordan, of Candor. NY, is the local 
psychic performer for Ithaca,  NY, my old home. 
During one of my visits back to the U. S . ,  my old 
friend Bill Steele and I collected the material 
we presented in Buffalo in December (see below). 
Jordan is particularly interesting to us because 
he is a "small-time psychic", that is , someone 
who makes a living as a psychic performer doing 
dinner shows and private readings for moderate 
fees in his own restaurant in a small town. He's 
not doing badly, even without big-time radio and 
TV exposure. In the last year. Jordan has bought 
a funeral home, and has begun to do a bi-weekly 
TV show interviewing other psychic performers 
on Ithaca's  local public access cable channel. · 
Jordan claims to see auras, from which he says 
he can predict medical problems, travel plans, 
and the future of romantic entanglements. He 
also has a curious affinity for predicting 
problems with cars and home electrical 
appliances. James Randi. at his November, 1986, 
lecture at Cornell University (also in Ithaca), 
suggested that to test Jordan's aura-seeing 
ability, one should allow Jordan to choose a 
subject with a particularly strong aura extending 
some distance above the subject's head . The 
experimenter would then set up four numbered 
screens that would mask the subject completely. 
From a bucket filled with slips of paper 
numbered one to four, the subject would draw 
randomly. The number on the slip would 
determine which screen the subject stood behind : 
Jordan's task then would be to say, from his 
ability to see the subject's aura protruding above 
the screen, which screen the subject was 
standing behind.  If Jordan can indeed see auras. 
even over a large number of trials, he should 
have no trouble with this. Jordan. however. does 
not seem to be willing to be tested by Randi. 

The following article is reprinted from the 
January. 1987, Western New York Skeptics'  
Newsletter. and describes our presentation to 
their Dec ember 17 meeting.  

- - UJg 

WILLIAH STEELE AND WENDY GROSSNAN of I thaca 
next told t he group about the i r  inve s t i ga­
tion of claimed p sychic Phil i p  Jorda n , who 
f i r st piqued the i r  interest when the two 
freelance· writers were commissioned by an 
Ithaca paper to write an ar ticle about him . 

Steele and Grossman related the fac t s  o f  
a n  I thaca c a s e  i n  which Jordan , 'vhose back­
ground inc l udes a keen interest in pol ice 
wo rk and a posi tion as deputy sher i f f ,  was 
gi ven media cred i t  for leading police to 
the bodies o f  two drowning vic t ims . 

Steele and Grossman showed how everything 
Jordan was c redited wi th "seeing" was s im­
p l y  the repet i tion of informat ion available 
to him beforehand . For example , Jordan had 
been invited i nto the case b y  a pol ice l i e u­
tenant who desc r i bed the scene and told him 
that a f i r s t  and third shall ow pool in the 
r i ver had already been searched , and a fence 
set up a t  the e x i t  of the third pool . Jor­
dan then predicted tha t the bodies would be 
found in the second , deeper pool . They 
were . Psychic v i si on , or coffi@on sense ? 
The media chose the forme r , and c re dited 
Jordan with the f ind . 

.A l ively discussion began when a member of 
the audience told o f  a public " reading" at 
which Jordan p icked he r out by aski ng , "Are 
you an ar t i s t ? " · she shook her head . " I  
see you sur rounded by painting s , "  h e  told 
her . "My God , "  she said , "I had j us t  yis­
ited a major a r t  gallery the week before ! "  

When the meet ing was adjourned , the aud i­
ence rushed to exchange v iewpoints . 
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GBook GR.eviews 
So r ry , You ' :re Be e n  Dupe� ! b y  :,!e l  � i n  
Harr i s . We 1 de n f e l d  & N 1 c h o l son , 1 9 8 6 . 
£ 9 . 9 5 .  1 9 4pp . ( Amer i c an e d i t i o n : 
I n v e s t igat ing t he Unexp l ai n ed , 
Prome t heu s Book s , 1 9 8 6 . ) 

Re v i ewe d b y  Lew i s  Jo n e s . 

P A R R O T  C R Y  P R OVE S S U R V I V A L : ' DE A D '  
ONE- L EGGED F A T H E R  I S  S P E E D I L Y 
RECOG N I Z E D . 

" H o n e s t l y , " sa y s He l v i n H a r r 1 s ,  
" I ' v e n o t  i n v e n t e d  t h a t  h e a d l i n e . " 
I t ' s t h e  a pp r o p r i a t e l y l o o n y  l e a d ­
i n  t o  a Psyc h i c Ne ws s t o r y a b o u t  
me d i u m  D o r i s  St o k e s , a n d  i t  g i ve s  

y o u t he f l a v o u r o f s o me o f  t h e 
ma t e r i a. l  t h a t f a l l s  u n d e r H a r r i s ' s 
g l e e f u l  d i s se c t i n g  k n i f e . 

" H i s wo r k  a s  a b r o a d c a s t e r a n d 
r e s e a r c h e r  f o r t h e B B C  ha s l e d h i m 
t o  i n ve st i g a t e  s o me t r u l y wo n d r o u s  

c l a i ms .  Gh o s t s , d e mo n s , h o m i n g 
c o f f i n s ,  a ng e l s ,  a d i sa p p e a r i n g 
r e g i me n t , r e i nc a r n a t i o n s , ps yc h i c  
d e t e c t i v e s  . . . t h e y ' r e a l l h e r e , 
j u s t  a s k i n g t o be d e s pa t c h e d  b y  t he 
a pp l i c a t i o n o f  a c r i t i c a l i n t e l l i ­
gence p o we r e d  by s h e e r s t i c k - t o - i t -
i ve - n e s s . 

� h e n G e o r g e L u t z  mo v e d i n t o  h i s  
n e "vv L o n g  I s l a nd h o me o n  1 8  De c e mbe r 
1 9 7 5 , h e  f J e d a f t e r 2 8  d a ys , i n  t h e 
f a c e  o f  f o u l  s t e n c h e s , i r r e mo va b l e 
b l a c k  s l i me ,  p l a g u e s o f  f l i e s ,  
c l o ve n- h o o f  t r a c k s  i n  t h e s n o w , a n d 
d o o r s  t h a t we r e wr e n c h e d  o f f t h e i r  
h i n g e s b y  d e mo n i c  f o r ce s . 

The e n s u i n g be s t s e l l e r  " T he 
A mi t y v i l l e H o r r o r " wa s c l a i me d  t o  
be " mo r e  h i d e o u s l y f r i g h t e n i n g t h a n 
Th e Exorci s t ,  be c a u s e i t  a c t u a l l y  

ha ppe ne d . " 
A l a s ,  Dr S t e p h a n  K a p l a n , d i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e P a r a ps yc h o l o g y  I n s t i t u t e o f  
A me r i c a ,  f e l t  o b l i g e d  t o  r e p o r t : 
" A f t e r  s e v e r a l mo n t hs o f  e x t e n s i ve 

r e s e a r c h  a n d i n t e r v i e ws we 
f o u nd n o  e v i d e n c e t o  s u p po r t a n y  
c l a i m  o f  a ' h a u n t e d h o u s e . ' W h a t  we 
d i d  f i n d wa s a c o u p l e wh o h a d  
p u r c h a s e d  a h o u s e  t h a t  t h e y e c o n o m­
i c a l l y  c o u l d  n o t. a f f o r d . " 

P o l i c e  d e n i e d t h a t  t h e y h a d  e ve r  

be en c a l l e d i n .  T h e  p r i e s t de n i e d 
� ha t  h e  wa s e v e r  i n  t h e p l a c e . 

R e pa i r me n  d e n i e d t h a t  t h e y h a d  e v e r 
he � n a s k e d t o  f i x  a n y d a ma g e . A n d  
a t t o r n e y  W i l l i a m We be r a d m i t t e d : 
" We c r e a t e d t h i s h o r r o r s t o r y  o v e r  
ma n y  bo t t l e s o f  w i n e t ha t  Ge o r s e 
wa ::; d r  i n k i  n s  . .. 

T h e  p s y c h i c  s l e u t h s a r e  h e r e  i n  
f o r c e . B u t s o  a r e  t he po l i c e , 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e n y i n g t h a t  me d i u ms 
h a d  e ve r  be e n  a n y u s e t o  t h e m . The 
De v o n  a n d C o r n wa l l C o n s t a bu l a r y  i n  
t he c a s e  o f  t h e  mi ss i n g Da r t mo o r  
A i r c a d e t s : " [ M r s  D y mo n d ' s J  i n f o r m­
a t i o n f i t t e d  a b o u t f o r t y l o c a t i o ns 
o n  t h e mo o r , a nd wa s o f n o  
pr a c t i c a l  u s e wh a t s o e ve r. " 

D o n  C r a bb C n o w  po l i c e s u pe r ­
i n t e n d e n t  a t  Ne wt o n  A bb o t t )  i n  t h e 
c a s e  o f  mi s s i n g  sc h o o l g i r l Ge n e t t e  
T a t e : " We l i s t e n e d t o  t h e m a l l ,  b u t 
t h e y d i d n ' t d o  a n y t h i ng t o  h e l p o u r 
e nq u i r y . " 

A n d  c h i e f  o f  F i e l d  Ope r a t i o n s  o f  
t h e Ba l t i mo r e  C o u n t y P o l i c e , wh e n  
D o r i s  S t o k e s  had c l a i me d t o  h e l p  i n  
t h e c a s e  o f  m i s s i n g  t e e n a g e r J a m i e 
G r i f f i n :  " 1,1s S t o }\: e s  d i d  n o t  
c o n t r i b u t e  a n y  u se f u l  o r  i n f o r m­
a t i ve i n f o r ma t i o n ,  n o r  d i d s h e 
s u ppl y a n y  n e w i n f o r ma t i o n wh i c h 
c o u l d n o t  h a v e  be e n  g i v e n h e r  b y  
t h e G r i f f i n  f a m i l y  o r  b y  n e ws p a pe r 
a r t i c l e s . " 

I n  f a c t t h e r e  i s  o n l y o n e c a s e  o n  
r e c o r d  o f  a o n e  h u n d r e d  pe r c e n t  
psyc h i c  s u c c e s s i !i  c r i me .  \tlhe n 9 -­
yea r - o l d  St e v e n  B r o w n d i :3appe a r e d , 
J a c k i e S k e e l s p s yc h i c a l l y  l o c a t e d 
t h e ve r y  s p o t  wh e r e t h e b o d y  wa s 
b u r i e d o n  t h e ba n k  o f  t h e  S a n 
J o a q u i n r i ve r . 

The s h i n e  i s  t a k e n  o f f t he 
s u c c e ss s t o r y wh e n y o u  l e a r n t h a t  
J a c k i e Sk e e l s < t h e  g i r l f r i e nd o f  
t h e  b o y ' s f a t h e r ) wa s l a t e r  f o u n d 
g u i l t y  o f  f i r s t - d e g r e e  mu r d e r . She 
had d r o wn e d  t h e b o y . 

M u r d e r  e n q u i r i e s d r a w  p s y c h i c s 
o u t o f  t h e wo o d wo r k  i n  t h e i r 
h u n d r e d s . A n d  i t  i s  o f t e n t h e 
v i c t i m ' s f a m i l y  wh o a r e  m o s t  
p l a g u e d  b y  o f f e r s of my s t i c h e l p .  
Ge n e t t e ' s f a t h e r  sa i d ,  " We c l u t c h e d  
a t  t he m  d e s pe r a t e l y  i n  t h e e a r l v 

.da ys . . . B u t t h e p r o m i s e s  o f  t h e 
p s y c h i c s  we r e  a l l  l i e s . " 

T h e y h a d a f i e l d da y o f c o u r s e  
w i t h  t h e Y o r k s h i r e R i ppe r . N o t  
l e a s t a mo n g  t h e m  wa s t h e e g r e g i o u s  
D o r i s  St o k e s , n e v e r o n e  t o  r e s i s t a 

a r i d e o n  a ba n d wa g o n . T h e  R i p pe r 
h a d  a s c a r be l o w be l o w h i s  l e f t  
e ye ( WR O NG ) . H e  wa s c a l l e d R o n n i e  
o r  J o h n n i e  
be g a n  w i t h  M 
s t r e e t  n a me d  

< W R O N G ) . 
< WR O NG ) . 

Be r w i c k 
( WR ONG ) . 
\ WRONG ) . 

H e  wa s 
He h a d l o n g , 

H i s s u r n a me 
H e  l i ve d  i n a 

o r  B e w i c k 
c l e a n - s h a v e n 

s t r a i g h t h a i r  
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< WRONG ) . H e  l i v e d  on T y n e s i d e o r  

We a r s i d e < WRONG ) . 
I n  f a c t  f i ve y e a r s o f  p 3 yc h i c  

r o u l P- t t e f a i l e d t o  t u r- n  u p a s i ng l e 
u s e f u l  p i e c e  o f  i n f o r ma t i o n a. b o u t 
t h e R i p pe r . I f  i t  ha d a l l 8e e n  
t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y ,  t h o u sa n d s o f  h o u r s  
o f  p o l i c e t i me wo u l d  h a v e  be e n  
wa s t e d . 

I n  t he e n d ,  P e t e r S u t c l i f f e 
ca u g h t  t h e a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e ?O l i ce 
b y  u s i n g f a l s e n u mbe r p l a t e s  e n  h i s  
c a r s o me t h i n g  t h a t  wa s n o t  
d i y i ne d b y  a s i n g l e s o o t h sa ye r . 

Bac k  i n  1 8 8 8 , t h e r e we r e  t a : e s o f  

t he po l i c e  r e c e i v i n g t h e s a me s o r t  
o f  " h e l p " i n  t he i r  s e a r c h f o r .J a c k  
t he R i p pe r . T h e V i c t o r i a n �e d i u m  
R o be r t  L e e s  p r o d u c e d  s o me 

a s t o n i s h i n g l y a c c u r a t e  foreca s t s  o f  
t h e t i me s a n d p l a c e s o f  mu r d e r s  
t ha t we r e  t o  c o me . T he Da. i l _:v 
Express ga i n e d  a h u ge c i r c u l a t i o n 
whe n i t  pu b l i sh e d t he d e t a i l s  i n  

1 9 3 1 . T h e  r e a l e x p l a na t i o n o f  t h i s 
a st o n i s h i n g  s u c c e s s  wa s Bu t 
i t ' s a l l i n  t he b o o k ! 

I n  t he 1 9 7 0 s , t he Bl oxh a m  Ta pes 
a l l o we d t he B r i t i s h  p u b l i c  t o  he a r 
" t h e · mo s t s t a g ,s e r i n g e v i de n c e  f o r 
r e i n c a r na t i o n e v e r  r e c o r d e d . "  I n  
pa r t i c u l a r , a We l s h ho u s e w i f e , .J a n e  
E va n s ,  g a ve _ l e n g t h y a n d d e t a i l e d 
a c c o u n t s  o f  l i f e i n  Y o r k i n  t h e 3 r d 
c e n t u r y B .  C . , a nd me d i e va l  ? r a ne e  
a b o u t 1 4 5 0 . 

.... 
Ha r r i :3 h a s  d o nP- a re ma r ka b l e j o b 

o f  n o n - p s y c h i c s l e u t h i n g  < � l wa ys 
t he ha r d e s t  k i n d ) i n u n r a v � l l i ng 
t he r e a l :3 o u r c e s  o f  t he i n f o r na t i o n .  

He p i n p o i n t s t h e h i s t o r i c a l  n o ve l s  
t ha t  E v a n s  h a d  d r a wn f r o m ,  e v e n  t o  
t he e x t e n t o f  i n t r o d u c i ng t h e 
f i c t i o n a l c� a r a c t e r s  i n t o  h e r h i s t ­
o r i c a l  na r r a t i v e .  

T h e  b o o k  i s f u l l o f · · s : m i l a r  
f a s c i na t i o n s i n  t he g e n t l e  a r t  o f  
t r ac k i ng d o wn t he t r u t h . B u t e ve n  

a s  y o u  r e a d , s o me n e w p s yc h i �
· 

wo nde r i s  be i n g d r e a me d  u �  t o  
c a n v a s  y o u r be l i e f . 

I n  t he me a n t i me ,  a s  Me l v i n :-f a r r i :3 
sa y s i n  h i s pa r t i ng l i n e , " ha "J e  y o u  

he a r d t h e o n e a b o u t t he ma n ·..:h o  g o t  
s t u c k i n  a t r e a c l e - m i n e ? " 

, .• 

The Adventures of a Parapsvchologist by Susar. 
Blackmore. Prometheus Books. 1 986. In UK . 
£ 15 . 95 ,  available from Mike Hutchinson (see back 
cover) .  242pp plus references.  

Reviewed by Redge Lewis . 

Dr. Susan Blackmore gained her Doctorate in  
parapsychology over ten years ago, since when 
she has conducted research into ESP,  Occultism , 
Poltergeists, Tarot Cards. OBE's ,  et al. During 
all this time she failed to find convincing evi­
dence of the existence of psi phenomena (or 
even one phenonmenon ) ,  and her book relates her 
heart searc hings and painstaking efforts to ach­
ieve experimental results which would justify her 
one-time wholehearted beliefs--rapidly eroding. 

She convinced me that in the beginning she 
believed (without proof or knowing why she be­
lieved) ,  and being filled with the desire to under­
stand memory and consciousness, she was fired 
with enthusiasm to track down and und erstand 
what the paranormal was. She admits that para­
psychology · "has everything a hook needs . It is 
mysterious and alluring.  It has just enough 
' scientific '  evidence to provide bait. while at th e 
same time it is rejected by most orthodox scien­
tists , and the inspiration for a crusading spirit to 
shout ' I ' ll : show them ' .  And that is , I suppose, 
what I wanted to do. "  And she proceeds · to tell 
us--with no holds barred:.-how she went about it. 

If you like poltergeists, you will particularly 
enjoy pp l95-207. The account of the "regression 
man" taking people by means of hypnotism way 
back beyo�d the moment of birth proves there 
are those who believe they were onc e  Knights of 
the Round, Table. I am only sorry that Dr. 
Blackmore didn 't  deal with ectoplasm (which 
Professor Arthur Ellison, DSc, one-time President 
of the Psychical' Research Society, says smells 
foul) ,  as this is one of the leaders in my pers­
onal menagerie of psychic betes noires. 

But you can't have everything.  This is an 
honest , interesting book , recommend ed as re­
quired reading for those who are hooked on the 
subject. Even those who may not yet be 
committed Sceptics--or even Skeptics.  

Redge Lewis is a retired real estate agent and 
an ardent Skeptic.  



Stories of note 
from Psychic News , January 1987 

Toby Howard 

I'm &ketching the&e storie& without comment 1 •  

HGtmted cGvc• t o  6 e  pro6ed 
The Association for the Scientific Study of Anomalow; Phenomena (ASSAP) is to conduct an 
investigation of the Chislehurst Cave& complex in Kent. According to the official guide book, the 
caves were discovered by psychic means in the 1920s, when a medium suggested where to dig. 
PN 10/1/87 

P1ychiu "no u•e"' 
Police following up details pro\ided by clairvoyants, in an effort to &Olve a February 1985 murder 
case, found their sugge&tions of no use at all 
PN 1 7/1/87 

P•ychic phonelinc to 6e 1d vp 
Liverpool medium Billy Roberts is to record a series of short telephone me&sages on psychic matters 
for the new P•ychicLine service. 
PN 1 7/1/87 

HGtmting reponed Gt Police centre 
Police Review reports the sighting of an apparition at a Harrogate Police training centre, which 
"defies logical explanation". 
PN 17/1/87 

MedicGl Encycloptt!diG to include fo.ith heGling 
A new publication, The Home MedicGl Encycloptt!diG, to appear in the UK under the auspices of 
the BMA, is to include an article on the benefits of faith healing by Hertfordshire healer Shiela 
Macey. 
PN 24/1/87 

Spiritualist defence group formed 
In an effort to defend spiritualism from bigoted attack, the SpirituGlilt M ediG Gnd lnformGtion 
Service has been formed. 
PN 24/1/87 

Couple flee from hGunted home 
Unexplained noise& and voices, the 10und of trains, strange laughter, an icy atmosphere, shadowy 
figures surrounded by fog . . .  , have all contributed to a young couple Seeing their council house in 
Dewsbury, We&t Yorkshire. 
PN 24/1/87 

Summaries of stories of note 
from Psychic News, February 1987 

BrooJ:e-Bond la11nchu 1•rchic eanl •me• 
Brooke-Bond have printed 600 million cards for their new series on "Unexplained Mysteries of the 
world". 
PN 7/2/87 

Cla.irvoyGnt •eeh to ho.ve VGgr��ncr Act rcpedd 
Alan Venamore, clairvoyant, is seeking the assistance of the Law Commission to have the Vagrancy 
Act repealed. This follows the action of Worthing's borough council, which invoked the act to refuse 
Mr Venamore's application to open a "Tarot Booth" on the re&Ort's pier. Mr Venamore enlisted 
the help of MP Terence Higgins, who wrote on his behalf to the Home Secretary, who sympathised 
and agreed the law should be repealed. 
PN 7/2/87 

Cleric Gtta.cJ:. p•ychic telephone 
Liverpool's new dial-a-psychic service P•rchicLine has been lambasted by a local vicar. The service, 
operated by medium Billy Roberts, feature& a number of three-minute messages encouraging people 
to visit his "Thought Workshop". 
PN 7/2/87 

"Police Review" ezo.mine• p•ychic• 
An article in January's Police Review considered. the role played by mediums in major police 
investigations. According to a survey among senior officers, most remain skeptical about the 
crime-busting abilities of mediums. 
PN 7/2/87 

'"Ouija. • •ocial worJ:er 6Gnned 
A Lancashire child care worker, said to have taken part in ouija board sessions, has been banned 
from working with youngsters. 
PN 7/2/87 

Filipino '"nrgeon1" •till going 
The Philippine medical Association is to consider whether psychic surgeons should practise in 
hospitals alongside conventional medicine. 
PN 14/2/87 

Medium joins The Swn 
Leading clairvoyant Doris Collins has joined ne Sun to answer readers' queries about the afterlife. 
PN 21/2/87 
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Dear Fditor , 

GLetters to the GEditor 

Dear Edi tor , 

David Berm a n ' s a rt icle on the Knock apparition s  i s  both lucid and 
sen sible , and I would di s pute neither h i s  pre sent ation of the fact s nor 
the inferences he draws from them . 

However , I quest ion whether we h a v e  to l imit the possible 
explanations to fou r - i . e .  genuine appearance of the VM ; . m a s s  
ha llucinat ion ; collus ion/con spiracy ; or hoa x .  There i s  a l so ,  I suggest , 
the possi bility of a psycholog ical e x p l a nat ion , whereby a pri � a ry event 
( wh ich we may well suppose t o  be of a h a l lucinatory n a tu re ) t riggers a 
chain of secondary events occurring to people who are s ui t ably 
suggestible . 

Yet we h a v e  good g rou nds for believing that t h i s  i s  a relatively 
common feat ure of v i s ion a r y  event s .  For i n st a nce , a t  L ourdes i n  1858 , 
the claim of Bernadette Sou b i rou s w a s  only one of dozens made w ithin the 
space of a few mont h s . T he Church h a s  seen fi t to v a l i d ate Bernadette ' s  
ex perience a s  a uthentic , w h ile rej ecting the re s t  a s  p seudo-v i sionaries ; 
but in practice even a h a r d-headed commentator like T h urston offers no 
ha rd-an d-fa s t  criterion for accepting the one a n d  d i s m i s s i n g  the others . 

My own belief i s  t h at t h e  same proc e s s  i s  occurring in bot h the 
' p rim a ry ' event and the ' secon dary ' one s , w i th the di fference that 
w hereas the latter a re t r i ggered by sugge stion , we .would have to look 
to deeper c a u s e s  - to look in the person a l i ty a n d  di spos i t ion of the 
witness - t o  e x p l a in the primary sighting . 

I n  my book s Vision s ,  apparitions,  alien visitors ( 1984 ) and Gods , 
spirits , cosmic guardians ( 1987 ) I p ropose a p sycholog ical model for 
vi sionary a n d  encounter e x perience s , i nvolv ing interaction between the 
individual need of the w i t ne s s , h i s/her cultural background , and the 
immediate c i rc u m s t ances obtaining a t  the t i me . Given a pe rson of 
s uitable di sposit ion ( eg a n  impres sionable teen a ger i n  the throes of the 
identity cri s i s  k nown a s  a dole s cence ) i n  a n  appropriate cultural 
environment ( eg a piou s  peasant community in w hich one of the few 
thi;;gs whi ch relieve the u n remitting pove rty and bcre dom i s  religious 
folklore ) ,  a l l  that is requ i re d  is a s uitable t rigger ( a lmost any 
anomalou s i ncident will  do ) a n d  all t h e  i n g redients for the primary 
v i s ion a re presen t . There a fter , i f  t h e  con d i t ion s are favorable , the 
initial experi ence will i n duce imitat ive expehences in p eople of weaker 
and more s ug g e s t ible n a ture . 

· 

I confe s s  to not h a v i n g  studied the Knock sighting s closely ; but 
i t  seems to me t h a t  such a model could have been ope rating there a s  I 
bel ieve i t  did in most oth e r  vi sion a ry encounters . 

Yours sincerely , 

I 

J 

In your revealing review of Secret Ollt ( No .  1 ,  pp .  1 1-2 ) yoo wrote of 
"the end result of fanat icism : G.ayana , or concentration camps , or Moonies 
wandering around like zombies • • • •  " Exercizing my ever reedy scepticism , I 
have nevertheless to allow that you were all too right about both GJyana 
and about the concentration camps of National Socialist Germany ; and you 
might well have added a word about the Soviet gulag , and its analogues in 
China , Qunbodia , Vietnam and the other countries of Leninist socialism . 

• 

ll.lt just what , and how firm , is the evidence of "Moonies wandering 
around like zombies" ? I have myself by now met dozens , mainly but not only 
through attending a series of academic conferences impeccably run by the 
International OJltural Foundation of the Unification Oturch , the outfit-
from whose founder ' s  name the Moonies get their nickname . Of course to me , 
as a longt ime atheist and present Vice- President of the Rationalist Press 
Association , their distinctive doctrines are perhaps marginally even more 
unbelievable than those of mainstream religious organizations . Yet , though 
there may well be such somewhere , it must in truth and )Jstice be said that 
I have myself yet to meet even one Moonie who reminded me of cinematic 
representations of zombies in Horror films with a Hait ian setting . 

Yours Faithfully , 

D r . Flew is� of c our se� 
absolutely right . I did 
a n  app alling thin g ,  p ar ­
ticularly in a news letter 
of this kind : I s p oke 
without thin kin g. My 
apologies to D r . Flew, to 
our reader s ,  a n d  to the 
Moonie s .  - -wg 
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IN OUR NEXT ISSUE 
(probably) 

Profile of Doris Stok es 
Skepticism in Europ e  

CSICOP's L A  Conference 
Book Review : The Transcendental TemPtation ( Paul Kurtz) 

COPY DAT E  JUNE 1*. 1987 

• 

*The Editor's probable. bizarre schedul e  means that the next issue will go out a couple of weeks later 
than planned, hence the later copy date. We still expect to publish six issues this year.  
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